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 Newlyn Pier and Harbour Commissioners 

 Meeting of the Advisory Board held at 2.30 p.m. on Friday 17 June 2022 in the Newlyn 
 Centre 

 In attendance:  Paul Durkin, Chairman (PD) 
 Sue Bosworth 
 Simon Cadman 
 Nigel Davis (ND) 
 Laurence Hartwell (LH) 
 Nick Howell (NH) 
 John Lambourn (JL) 
 Tony Pearce 
 David Stevens 

 Cllr Peter Channon, NPHC commissioner (PC) 

 Also in attendance:  Thalia Marrington (TM) 
 Andrew Watts 

 Questions from Members of the Public 

 There were no members of the public present, and no questions had been 
 submitted in advance of the meeting. 

 1  Apologies for Absence 

 Apologies for absence were received from Rich Adams, Nick Downing 
 and Tom McClure. 

 2  Declarations of Interest 

 JL declared a personal interest in an item on the agenda in connection 
 with the harbour as a boat owner, the owner of a business premise 
 situated adjacent to the harbour and which benefited from a delineated 
 right of way over the harbour to the strand. 

 3  Minutes of Last Meeting 

 It was  RESOLVED  that the minutes of the last meeting  were a true and 
 accurate representation. 
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 4  Matters Arising 

 Waterdance Fuel Tank 
 PD reported that shortly after the last meeting, solicitors for Waterdance 
 had asked the AB for disclosure of any documents related to Waterdance. 
 PD had told them that the only time they had been discussed was as set 
 out in the Minutes of the last meeting. 

 The AB discussed whether the NPHC should have a policy on fuel tanks, 
 and PD said that the NPHC had confirmed in their most recent meeting 
 that a fuel bunkering investment plan was now in place. 

 Local Neighbourhood Plan 
 ND reported back that Sandy Cove was designated for development in the 
 2017/18 iteration of the Neighbourhood Plan, but this had not been carried 
 through into later versions.  A new draft was being produced at the end of 
 2022, on which there would be a public vote, but Newlyn has had limited 
 consultation to date. 

 5  Commissioners’ Meeting 

 PD reported back on the latest meeting of the NPHC. 

 On the issue of bait fridges, the NPHC acknowledged that mistakes had 
 been made but that they had now been rectified.  The NPHC had asked 
 that in future, operational issues should be raised directly with the board. 

 This led to a discussion of lines of communication, as harbour-users were 
 not always aware where to share information (especially in the absence of 
 a Harbour Master). 

 IT WAS RESOLVED THAT LH should draw up an infographic to show how 
 information should be shared.  Operational issues, for example, should 
 start with the Harbour Master, and only go to the AB if people felt they 
 were not being listened to. 

 At the NPHC, in response to the suggestion that crabbing should have a 
 presence on the board, the commissioners had noted that they each 
 represented the harbour as a whole, whereas AB members represented 
 their own sectors. Gus Lewis had offered to chair a joint meeting setting 
 out the boards’ separate responsibilities, prior to BPA training. 

 BPA have been approached about training but have not found a suitable 
 date.  PD asked AB members to let him know if they had any preference 
 on date. 

 LH 
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 The business case for the Resource Centre had been finalised, and was 
 now ready to be signed off by Government.  The NPHC had asked the AB 
 to engage with the community on design - with input from Seafood 
 Training Cornwall - which PD had agreed. 

 On maintenance issues, the water pipes had been closed off, and the 
 NPHC were investigating necessary repairs on the South Quay.  Funding 
 applications had already been submitted. 

 6  Traffic 

 TM had agreed to attend the meeting to hear the AB’s views on traffic 
 issues within Newlyn. 

 The AB agreed that it was imperative that lorries transporting fish and 
 gear needed a route out of Newlyn.  Going up the Coombe was difficult, 
 due to the right-hand turn at Trereife, and the AB wanted an alternative 
 route before there were significant changes to the main route along 
 Penzance Promenade.  (The proposed route of Alexandra Road was not 
 suitable for articulated lorries.) 

 The AB heard that there was a widespread feeling that the Healthy Streets 
 initiative had been put forward without adequate consultation or 
 consideration of the needs of Newlyn and its industry.  Some members of 
 the NPHC, indeed, were concerned that it appeared to be a fait accompli. 

 TM agreed that there was a huge problem with trust at the moment, and 
 that comms had been very difficult.  She pointed out that there had been 
 an open meeting, and there had been considerable consultation online 
 during the pandemic. 

 TM assured the AB that Andrew Archer (Cormac) was aware that industry 
 was paramount in Newlyn, and was trying to take their concerns onboard. 

 TM added that nothing would be progressed without public consultation. 
 The Expo in winter - to demonstrate the Neighbourhood Plan - would give 
 a physical opportunity for people to come in and talk about their concerns. 

 The AB agreed to ask businesses in Newlyn to write a letter explaining 
 that the Coombe or Alexandra Road were not viable routes out of Newlyn, 
 and demonstrating the impact of the changes on their businesses (not just 
 the fishing industry).  TMa said that she would welcome any feedback 
 from business and industry. 

 IT WAS RESOLVED that LH should put out a survey on his blog.  LH 
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 PC agreed to talk to an officer at Cornwall Council and ask for a site visit, 
 and to raise the issue of road access to Newlyn with George Eustice, 
 Camborne & Redruth MP and Defra Secretary of State. 

 The AB also briefly discussed a car park on the Coombe, and TMa said 
 that, whatever the arguments for or against, it would not realistically be 
 delivered as part of the Town Deal. 

 The AB noted that traffic issues would always be a limitation to Newlyn’s 
 ambition, especially in expanding its infrastructure, and a bypass would 
 doubtless return to the AB’s agenda again. 

 PC 

 7  Any Other Business 

 Shared Prosperity Fund 
 NH reported on a meeting he had attended with Cornwall Council to 
 discuss the Shared Prosperity Fund, which was replacing the EU’s 
 structural funding.  The stated themes were Productivity and Pay, 
 Community and Place, and Supporting Local Businesses. 

 The meeting had heard that there was some flexibility, particularly as to 
 whether it was capital or revenue funding, and more may be available for 
 the right projects. 

 The AB agreed that any redevelopment of Newlyn, including the fit-out of 
 the training centre, would come under the SPF’s aims of strategic 
 community facilitation and strategic project facilitation.  The AB 
 recommended that a project manager should be appointed and a meeting 
 arranged with Cornwall Council’s Economic Growth Manager, David 
 Rodda, as soon as possible. 

 NH reported that Stuart Reid had spoken of the need for maritime training 
 for the Isles of Scilly Steamship Company, and was obviously not aware of 
 the new development in Newlyn; he asked for a meeting to discuss the 
 potential further. 

 Chywoone Hill development 
 NH reported on the public meeting held by Penzance Town Council to 
 discuss the new houses at the top of Chywoone Hill, at which 65-70% of 
 the sixty or so members of the public who chose to attend were against 
 the development. 

 The Planning Committee gave support to the application on the condition 
 that Cornwall Highways resolved the transport issue (which, according to 
 a consultant, made an average of 7 seconds’ difference). 

 NH 
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 There was no other business and the meeting ended at 3:55pm. 

 The next meeting will be on 15 July 2022 at 2:30 pm 


